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September.  A flip of the 
calendar page is the only re-
minder I need – time to shape 
up and get busy.  That is, busy 
devoting every second of Labor 
Day Weekend to the Häagen-
Dazs of summer pleasures: Not 
Doing Anything. 

Which goes to show that 
really, I have it easy.  Return-
ing to my non-life at a close-
knit vocational facility causes 
less whiplash than reverting to 
the schedule of an average high 
school – a world of frenzied 
sports and activities, test scores 
and prep classes, stress like a 
Six Flags freefall, and drama 
that’d put the Phantom of the 
Opera to shame.  But don’t for-
get about the troubles unique to 
upperclassmen, the Goliath of 
which is college applications.  
If high school was a video 
game, junior year would be the 
boss fight. 

It makes me wonder how 
much of the panic is justified, 
and much is the signal of kids 
with too much pressure to get 
ahead (and too few reasons 
why).  Because I grew up in 
the notoriously competitive 
Asian community, academics 
have always been of the utmost 
importance to me.  That didn’t 
change until I ended up attend-
ing a school where – as a girl of 
Chinese-American descent – I 
was a small minority.  I recall 
my surprise when a friend told 
me she only planned on taking 
the SAT once and when I real-
ized that I was the only fresh-
man attending an SAT prep 
class.  My classmates didn’t 
study obsessively over every 

Dear Juniors, Some 
Words of Advice

test, and they didn’t feel the 
need to crush themselves over 
an 85.  Some were content at-
tending their local non-Ivy 
League college – or not attend-
ing college at all. 

My school has an atten-
dance of three hundred students.  
It only offers one foreign lan-
guage and no Advanced Place-
ment courses.  It has no sports 
team.  The average SAT score 
is about 1900.  I can say with 
certainty that the best thing my 
high school gave me was not 
academics, but the company 
of my fellow students.  These 
were kids who didn’t get A’s 
in every subject – but who also 
didn’t care that they weren’t 
getting straight A’s.  Instead, 
they were winning graphic de-
sign competitions; participat-
ing in National Novel Writing 
Month; and attending film fes-
tivals and journalistic conven-
tions.  Yes, many were good 
students.  But even more were 
good actors and reporters and 
designers.  For the first two 
years, I was probably the sole 
person in my grade taking SAT 
II’s.  However, my classmates 
had not only brighter images 
of the future, but better ideas 
of how to get there. 

This isn’t an attempt to 
deny the importance of school-
work, nor is it a free pass to 
slack off (if you’re like me, 
you don’t need any encourage-
ment).  It’s simply a reminder 
to keep things in perspective 
as we sally forth into another 
school year. 

Remember: you’re only 
sixteen once. 

By Tian Rei Wu

Standing on the sidewalk 
on Plainfield Avenue in Edi-
son, NJ, I eagerly waited, along 
with many other residents of 
Edison, to catch a glimpse of 
President Barack Obama com-
ing by. Some people there had 
come for reasons like mine 
– to live a little piece of his-
tory. However, oppositionists 
have also gathered to express 
their firm views. When I first 
arrived at 12:55 PM, police 
cars were tightly packed at 
every corner and heavy traffic 
jammed the intersection be-
tween Plainfield Avenue and 
Route 27. The president was 
scheduled to arrive at the sub 
shop at 1:10 PM.

The president was to meet 
with local business owners at 
Tastee Sub Shop for lunch, and 
to introduce a small business 
tax credit bill which he hoped 
would pass in the Senate. The 
bill would benefit small busi-
nesses by enacting tax breaks 
and supplying loans to pay em-
ployees. It would also give $30 
billion to banks for small busi-
ness loans to help jumpstart 
business.

Chants and signs such as 
“Stop the war, bring the troops 
home” and “We need money 
for teachers, not the war” were 
common on the anti-Obama 
side of the street where I stood. 
Even so, nearby, someone sold 

Obama buttons, another gave 
out Obama stickers, and some-
one else gave out Obama post-
ers that said “Healthcare for 
all” and “Thank You” on the 
back.

The many people that had 
amassed near the sub shop 
came with distinct and con-
trasting political views. Next 
to me, an anti-Obama woman 
and a pro-Obama man began a 
heated altercation concerning 
their views on Obama’s ac-
tions. The woman was furious 
at Obama because she believed 
he had not fulfilled his prom-
ises of ending the war because 
“he was still killing people.” 
On the other hand, the pro-
Obama man was optimistic and 
pointed out that Obama was 
definitely leading the country 
in a positive direction, unlike 
the former President Bush. 
He believed in giving Obama 
time; being president for two 
years was not enough and more 
would be accomplished in the 
rest of his term.

Children were tired of 
waiting and wandered aim-
lessly asking, “When will the 
president come?” Policemen 
stationed nearby who were 
controlling the traffic could not 
answer. Soon the policemen 
blocked the paths of cars and 
people. Secret service men ar-
rived and stationed themselves 

to make the arrival smooth for 
President Obama, and a New 
Jersey police helicopter came 
circling overhead. Finally, 
around 2:07 PM, the road was 
opened again, but this time to 
the police. Police cars came 
one after another, tumbling 
down the street. A black lim-
ousine cruised down as some 
waved and cheered, and other 
protested. Everyone thought 
the president would be in there 
– he wasn’t. A couple of police 
cars and secret service cars fol-
lowed thereafter. Soon, anoth-
er black limousine came cruis-
ing down the street, carrying 
the President. He waved back 
at the crowd in the car. It was 
a sight to remember as police 
cars followed behind him. The 
place was guarded with scores 
of policemen and secret ser-
vice agents to keep the presi-
dent safe.

After waiting for about 
two hours in the beating sun 
and crowded street, I felt the 
wait wasn’t that bad, and it was 
definitely worth the visit to see 
him. I felt very fortunate. In 
contrast, my brother, who had 
gone to see his inauguration, 
waited 36 hours in D.C. and 
wasn’t as lucky as I had been 
to get a glimpse of the Presi-
dent. It was a defining moment 
for me because I finally felt 
and lived a part of history.

A Glimpse of the President
By Michelle Zhang
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With school starting and 
summer ending, where can you 
find a quick yet fun getaway?  
Many families may find it dif-
ficult to travel with children, 
but believe it or not, there is 
a place where people in New 
Jersey can spend an enjoyable 
two days.  That place is Mys-
tic, Connecticut. 

Connecticut is actually 
one of the closest states to 
New Jersey and has many at-
tractions, one of the best of 
which is Mystic Seaport.  It 
takes about three and a half 
hours to get to Mystic from 
Central New Jersey.  To make 
the most of your getaway, you 
can stop at other great points 
of interest on the way. 

The Maritime Aquarium 
has two levels of gigantic tanks 
of sharks, turtles, tropical fish, 
jellyfish, etc.  There are also 
special exhibits such as an Af-

This year the world is 
showcasing its scientific in-
ventions and different cul-
tures in Shanghai, China.  The 
Shanghai World Exposition 
is a unique showcase because 
this is the first time a develop-
ing country has been chosen as 
the host country for this inter-
national event.  This spectacle 
has hundreds of thousands of 
visitors every day, and each 
visitor has to wait at least four 
hours at major pavilions like 
the China, Hong Kong, Macau, 
Taiwan, and Europe pavilions.  
However, there are also pavil-
ions that have small lines like 
the mainland provincial pavil-
ions as well as the Pacific Is-
land, Futuristic City, DPRK, 
Iran, and Pakistan pavilions. 

The pavilions that I went 
into were all excellent, but 
unfortunately, the world looks 
down upon those countries.  
The Pakistani pavilion is an 
excellent pavilion for under-
standing the culture, history, 

By Candy Chao

rica exhibit and a tropical frog 
exhibit.  In addition, there’s a 
children’s play area for kids 
under five to enjoy and for 
parents to take a break.  To get 
to the aquarium, you can take 
I-95 North and take Exit 14 to-
wards South Norwalk. 

The Lyman Allyn Art 
Museum is a three-level high 
museum near the Connecticut 
Community College.  This 
museum makes you feel as if 
you’re in the classical time pe-
riod.  The first floor features 
paintings and sculptures from 
the eighteenth century to the 
twentieth century.  The pieces 
of art tell the story of Ameri-
ca’s growth and development.  
The second floor features 
constantly changing exhibits 
such as toys from the 1800’s 
to modern times.  The Lyman 
Allyn Art Museum is actually 
a little farther than Mystic.  By 

taking Exit 83 from I-95 North, 
you can find signs pointing to 
this museum. 

The main attraction is the 
Mystic Seaport, a museum 
that is outdoors and resembles 
a village that could’ve existed 
during the 1800’s.  Each cot-
tage exhibits a peek of the “old 
times” in America.  Also, for 
$5 per person, you and your 
family can take a cruise down 
the Mystic River on the steam-
boat Sabino or ride a horse 
carriage around the seaport.  
In addition, you can also rent 
a rowboat or sailboat. 

Parents can also bring 
their toddlers, babies, and pre-
schoolers to the Children’s 
Museum at the seaport.  This 
museum is a miniature of mod-
ern life.  There are mini res-
taurants and a miniature fish 
market.  Furthermore, there is 
an exploration center for tod-

dlers.  To get to the museum, 
take Exit 72 on I-95 North to 
State Park. 

Near the Children’s Muse-
um is also a planetarium called 
the Treworgy Planetarium.  
For only $2 per person, the 
planetarium allows you to see 
the beauty of the night sky and 
educates you on locating con-
stellations and on the different 
stars.  Exploring the Mystic 
Seaport can take most of the 
day, but it is worth the trip. 

Most people may not 
know the hidden gems of Con-
necticut.  There are many ways 
for families to really have a 
fun day or two in Connecticut.  
Personally, I really enjoyed 
my short vaca-tion to Con-
necticut.  I couldn’t help agree-
ing with my mother when she 
said, “It was worth it. ” Maybe 
next time, during a weekend or 
fall recess, you and your fam-
ily can take a break to Con-
necticut. 

Discovering Conneticut, A Hidden Gem

traditions, and people of Paki-
stan.  The Iranian pavilion is 
also a showcase of an Islamic 
republic that has a deep sense 
of tradition, cul-
ture and history.  
The Iranians 
proudly display 
their artwork, 
their artifacts, 
and their famous 
red tea at their 
pavilion. 

Even though 
the lines to the 
European pavil-
ions were long, 
I was able to 
bypass the lines 
with my seven-
ty-four-year-old 
grandfather be-
cause the elderly 
are allowed to 
bypass the lines with one fam-
ily member accompanying 
them.  The European pavilions 
are essentially fancy advertise-
ments for vacationing in their 

countries.  However, the best 
European pavilion is the Span-
ish pavilion because it displays 
the nation’s heritage, culture, 

and traditions. 
In the mere two days that I 

was at the expo for, there were 
over 400,000 visitors on the 
first day and 350,000 visitors 

on the second day.  In these two 
days, I saw ten pavilions.  I also 
saw some negative characteris-
tics of the Chinese people: cut-

ting in line, 
spitting on 
the ground, 
smoking, and 
pushing oth-
ers for free 
prizes and to 
get on the bus.  
China has 
built beauti-
ful buildings 
in the past 
twenty to 
thirty years, 
but the basic 
knowledge of 
respect and 
sanity needs 
to be en-
forced. 

However, these people did 
not distract me from enjoying 
the Spanish and Futuristic City 
pavilions.  The Spanish Pavil-
ion has a 360-degree show that 

features the Spanish culture 
and tradition, and the pavilion 
itself is very friendly toward 
family and children.  It was 
very interesting because there 
was a lot to take in.  The Futur-
istic pavilion was also interest-
ing.  It was designed to fit the 
motto “Better City, Better Life. 
” This pavilion shows tangible 
solutions to the ever-growing 
city life.  The designers wanted 
to keep everything that we like 
about cities in the future while 
still incorporating new tech-
nology. 

The Expo 2010 has great 
architecture and lots of de-
tails about different countries’ 
cultures and traditions.  This 
is also a great opportunity 
for some countries to redeem 
themselves and display their 
unique attributes.  The World 
Expo has helped the world to 
better understand China and 
other countries that have come 
to Shanghai.  In this way, the 
expo has been a grand success. 

World Expo: Success in Shanghai! By Henggao Cai
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