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The New Observer

The Western genre has 
made a phenomenal come-
back with 2010’s “True Grit.”  
“True Grit” is a movie with 
enough drama, action, adven-
ture, and humor for any mov-
iegoer.  The combi-
nation of actors and 
actresses used was 
genius, creating a 
memorable perfor-
mance.  “True Grit” 
was one of my favor-
ite movies of the year 
2010 because the film 
develops a style that 
makes Western films 
more appealing.  

“True Grit” in-
spires the Ameri-
can imagination by 
showing sceneries of 
the American Midwest.  The 
action, adventure, and beauty 
in the film also bring back a 
sense of the lost pioneering 
days, making the audience 
members want to travel to 
the Midwest themselves.  The 
adventures in the film revolve 
around a human journey of 
self-discovery for teens.  A 
powerful adaption of the orig-
inal 1969 film, “True Grit” is 
the movie version of a Bil-
dungsroman novel, which 
focuses on the psychological 
and moral growth of a charac-
ter from youth to adulthood.  
In this movie, the character 
happens to be Mattie Ross.  

Hailee Seinfeld’s perfor-

mance as Mattie Ross is one 
of the key reasons that the film 
is so humorous and interest-
ing.  Seinfeld conveys a sense 
of confidence and maturity 
through her character.  Even 

as a thirteen-year-old, Mat-
tie Ross is able to challenge 
people who stand between 
her and her goal.  When she is 
getting her deceased father’s 
horses, she challenges the 
banker for a higher price for 
the horses.  Mattie possesses 
great strength and charac-
ter.  She has a good educa-
tional background, as shown 
through her usage of large 
words and her confidence in 
dealing with the banker.  Dur-
ing her conversation with the 
drunken Rooster Coghorn and 
when hiring someone to help 
hunt down her father’s killer, 
Mattie is shown to be very 
brave.  She acts very maturely 

because she is afraid of peo-
ple taking advantage of her, 
but she is still able to main-
tain her courage, even around 
strangers.  She remains stern 

and unyielding, im-
pressing the people 
around her with her 
understanding of 
life.  In “True Grit,” 
Seinfeld impres-
sively portrayed a 
thirteen-year-old girl 
with extraordinary 
strength and ma-
turity.  As a young 
actress, Hailee Sein-
field possesses talent 
that should win the 
Oscar for Best Sup-
porting Actress for 

her precocious role as Mattie 
Ross; there aren’t many thir-
teen-year-old actresses who 
can pull off such a heavy role 
as successfully as Seinfeld 
does.

Although “True Grit” 
may not be of the typical 
genre that teenagers watch, 
the movie deserves more au-
diences around the country.  
It may not be the most finan-
cially successful movie of the 
year, but the message of love, 
adventure, and maturation is 
ageless, and something that 
every teen can understand and 
relate with.  This is definitely 
a movie that you’ll want to 
buy and watch over and over.

According to recent news 
reports by foreign media, of-
ficials in southern China are 
planning to combine nine 
metropolitan areas in the 
Pearl River Delta region into 
one single megalopolis.  This 
supercity would be larger than 
Wales, and would cost up-
wards of one trillion US dollars 
in invest-
m e n t s .  
The nine 
cities to 
be com-
b i n e d 
would be 
Guang -
z h o u 
( w h i c h 
is al-
ready the 
second-
largest urban area in the 
world), Shenzhen, Dongguan, 
Foshan, Huizhou and Zhaoq-
ing, Jiangmen, Zhongshan, 
and Zhuhai.

However, sources with-
in China have denied such 
claims, with Guo Yuewen, 
spokesman of the Guangdong 
provincial committee, stat-
ing, “The reports were totally 
false.  There is no such plan.” 
Western media had appar-
ently seized upon this state-
ment: “The idea is that when 
the cities are integrated, the 
residents can travel around 
freely and use the health care 
and other facilities in the dif-
ferent areas,” spoken by Ma 
Xiangming, chief city planner 
of Guangzhou.  Ma later clari-
fied that the aforementioned 
integration was only of the 
cities’ services and infrastruc-
ture, not of administrative nor 
physical boundaries.  

The confusion seems to 
have been further fomented 
by a report by HSBC, which 
listed each “urban-centered 
administrative units” as prop-
er cities.  For example, the 
division of Chongqing in cen-
tral China is the administra-
tive equivalent of a province 
– it is approximately the size 
of Austria and is officially 
listed as an independent city.  
However, to assume that the 
entire area is a city on the 
scale of New York would be 
folly because the province in-
cludes the city proper as well 
as surrounding suburban and 
rural sprawl.  Similarly, while 
cities are the administrative 

centers of large regions, the 
surrounding area which they 
are responsible for can hardly 
be considered urban.

While it appears true that 
officials are planning to ex-
pand and unify infrastructure, 
claims that the region will be 
combined into one urban mass 

are un-
founded.  
A f t e r 
the new 
upgrade, 
residents 
of the 
P e a r l 
R i v e r 
D e l t a 
metrop-
o l i s e s 
will be 

able to use the infrastructure, 
of any participating city as in 
their own place of residence.  
In addition, utility prices may 
be unified and transportation 
connections enhanced.

But what would be the 
implications if the reports had 
proven to be true?

A mass urbanization of a 
currently sparsely-populated 
area would mean the displace-
ment of many people living 
in rural areas.  They would 
have to move elsewhere or be 
placed into an expensive ur-
ban housing complex.

Environmental factors 
would be another concern.  
How would such a megac-
ity be powered? The unclean 
burning of fossil fuels, namely 
coal, in China already contrib-
utes to the worst pollution on 
Earth and the Pearl River is 
already said to be one of the 
world’s most polluted water-
ways.  In terms of alternative 
energies, these cities could 
make extensive use of hydro-
power provided by the Pearl 
River.  Solar and wind power 
may also be plausible in this 
hot, humid area.  Hydropower 
is the most plausible, but there 
are, again, ethical implica-
tions to consider.  A new dam 
means that, like during the 
much-criticized Three Gorges 
Dam project in Hubei, people 
who live near the river may 
have to relocate.

Right now, China is more 
focused on improving its pre-
existing urban centers than on 
expanding them.  This time, 
Western media was wrong.

China’s Mega City

Not Your Typical Western Movie

In this age of technology, 
huge advances have allowed 
people to modify the funda-
mental aspects of organisms. 
The logical next step is to use 
such tools to tackle the prob-
lem of world hunger through 
modified organisms.

In the past decade, ge-
netically modified organisms 
(GMOs) has incurred debates 
on “frankenfoods.” Many 
countries have banned geneti-
cally modified foods and there 
are questions surrounding their 
safety. GMOs also mean a big 
change in business: bioengi-
neering companies can prac-
tice complete monopoly over 
the farming market.

Currently, AquaBounty 
Technologies is waiting for 
the FDA to approve its new 
modified Atlantic Salmon to 
be placed on the market.  This 

“AquAdvantage Salmon” has 
been designed with a growth 
hormone from the Chinook 
salmon and special protein.  
This combination of genetics 
from multiple species creates 
a salmon that matures in 16-
18 months, instead of the usual 
three years.  The FDA decided 
after hearings in September 
that the AquaBounty Technol-
ogies had not presented suffi-
cient data to prove that GMOs 
were safe.  The FDA is look-
ing to pass the AquAdvantage 
Salmon, but only if products 
are properly labeled.  

The company states that 
that new fish contains the same 
proteins as the unaltered fish, 
except for a change in vita-
min B6 levels.  Thus, no new 
proteins have been introduced 
and no allergic reactions are 
anticipated.  Despite this reas-

surance, the increased level of 
hormones is an area of con-
cern.  People have expressed 
concern about the fish’s impact 
if they are released into the en-
vironment.  The company has 
also admitted to a fertility rate 
of less than 5%, meaning that 
5% of AquAdvantage Salmon 
could be fertile.  Although this 
percentage sounds low, there 
is potential for an accident, 
which would lead to an uncon-
trollable population of fish.  

It is incredible to think that 
in two years, GMOs could pro-
vide food for humans.  The ad-
vantages of efficiency in cost 
and growth could change the 
status of hunger international-
ly.  However, when faced with 
the unforeseen environmental 
and health impacts of GMOs, 
the future of GMOs remains 
uncertain.

Frankenfish, Anyone? By James Ting

By Henggao Cai

By Jonathan Chan
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Nowadays, public opinion 
about politicians, particularly 
those in Congress, is at an all-
time low.  People assume that 
Congress is just one free-for-
all, where politicians siphon 
money from taxpayers and 
pour it all into useless ear-
marks.  The problem is, most 
people see national strife on 
the news, and assume that no 
one addresses it or cares about 
it.  But in reality, our nation’s 
congressmen and congress-
women are generally proactive 
people, doing more than we 
think they are (and of course 
we should remember that the 
media makes their money by 
alarming the public).  How do 
I know this? Because I have 
been working in the district of-
fice of a local congressman for 
the past two months.

On the outside, the of-
fice is a relatively unassuming 
place.  It is simply a little con-
crete building, with a modest 
sign out front.  But inside, it 
bustles with activity.  When-
ever I first step into the office, 
I receive my assignment from 
my supervisor, and immediate-
ly join everyone else, working 
at a frenetic pace.  People like 
me do secretarial jobs such as 
answering the phones.  We get 
to talk to people ranging from 
constituents in the next town 
over to another congressman in 
Washington, D.C.  People call 
the district office for a variety 

of reasons, including venting 
their feelings about the latest 
bill and asking the congress-
man to help with a personal 
problem.  My job also includes 
sending out letters to constitu-
ents and filing information, 
while other official staffers 
deal with more urgent matters.

Personal problems are dealt 
with by staffers called case-
workers.  If a constituent needs 
help with issues such as acquir-
ing a green card, or negotiating 
with a mortgage company over 
an unjust rate hike, they are 
referred to caseworkers, who 
work directly with government 
agencies in D.C.  to expedite 
the process.  When sorting out 
the mail, I often come across 
letters from constituents thank-
ing the congressman profusely 
for his help, surprised and sat-
isfied by how effective he and 
his staff are.  

That’s just what happens 
in the congressman’s district 
office; each day is a busy one, 
spent talking with constituents 
to work through their problems, 
helping government agencies 
with casework, and gener-
ally keeping voters upbeat in 
this political climate.  Though 
most people nowadays have 
little faith in their politicians, 
people should know the truth 
about how much politicians 
do each and every day before 
passing judgment.

“New Jersey: We don’t 
pump our gas.” Trust me, I’ve 
seen enough of these witty 
trademark T-shirts to know 
that we’re all about full-
service—and proud of it.  
And why not? Thanks to 
full-service gas stations, 
we never have to risk inhaling 
smelly fumes, wait in long lines 
to pay, or leave the comfort of 
our car to fuel up during tor-
rential downpours—all while 
enjoying some of the nation’s 
lowest gas prices.  All these 
benefits are enough to put a 
smile on anyone’s face!

But I sure didn’t feel like 
smiling a few weeks ago, while 
waiting in line to get my car 
filled up at a busy gas station.  
All around me, frustrated driv-
ers were angrily beeping their 
horns at the poor, frazzled gas 
attendant, who was running 
around frantically, trying to 
serve twelve demanding cus-
tomers all at once.  To make 
matters worse, it took twice as 
long waiting for the attendant 
to ring up my bill than to actu-
ally fill up my gas tank.

After freezing in the cold 
for another five minutes, I was 
overcome with the sudden urge 
to hop out of my car and pump 
my own gas.  It would certainly 
have sped up the process, short-
ening the wait so that other 
drivers could fuel up and con-
tinue on their way.  Wouldn’t 
that have been great? But then 
I remembered that self-ser-
vice was illegal in New Jersey, 
thanks to a law passed in 1949 

Reality of Congress
By Barbara Zhan

Pumped to Pump Gas
By Cynthia Lamthat established that “because 

of the fire hazards directly as-
sociated with dispensing fuel, 
it is in the public interest that 

gasoline-

station operators 
have the control 
needed over that 
activity to ensure 
compliance with ap-
propriate safety pro-
cedures.”

In other words, the 
only reason that New Jer-
sey drivers aren’t allowed 
to pump their own gas is 
that state officials believe it 
is a dangerous safety hazard.  
Only certified attendants who 
undergo hours of professional 
training are allowed to handle 
this flammable fuel, in order 
to prevent explosions and ac-
cidents.  While this ban may 
have been useful fifty years 
ago, it is no longer necessary.  
Gas pumps nowadays are 
much safer, thanks to advances 
in technology and legislation.

In fact, New Jersey and Or-
egon are the only two states that 
still prohibit self-service.  The 
rest of the country has already 
been using it for years, saving 
valuable time and money with 
this convenient method.  Driv-
ers simply pull up, pay at the 
pump and leave in matter of 
minutes, without ever need-
ing to wait on busy attendants 
(and no, you will not smell like 
gas afterwards, so long as you 

handle the pump properly).
Besides improving effi-

ciency, self service may also 
help consumers save six cents 

per gallon of gas, as leading 
economists have estimat-

ed.  But if this is the case, 
how come New Jersey 
still manages to con-
sistently boast some of 
the lowest gas prices 
in the country? It’s a 
well-known fact that 
gas with self-service 
in neighboring Penn-
sylvania is a whop-

ping 17 cents more 
than gas with full-

service in New Jersey.  
How then is that pos-
sible?

The answer lies in our 
gas taxes.  New Jersey has the 
third lowest state motor oil tax 
in the nation.  Since Pennsyl-
vania’s gas taxes are 17 cents 
higher, its final gas prices will 
naturally be 17 cents higher 
than New Jersey costs.  Thus, 
our gas could be even cheaper 
with self-service.

With that in mind, I believe 
it’s time for us to get rid of this 
outdated ban and start pumping 
our own gas.  While it is not 
necessary to completely elimi-
nate full-service, which the el-
derly and disabled citizens are 
legally entitled to, gas stations 
should at least offer drivers the 
option of self-service.  That 
way, it’s up to the consumer to 
decide whether to pump gas or 
not.


